
She Was a Phantom of Delight
by William Wordsworth

She was a Phantom of delight

When first she gleamed upon my sight;

A lovely Apparition, sent

To be a moment’s ornament;

Her eyes as stars of Twilight fair;

Like Twilight’s, too, her dusky hair;

But all things else about her drawn

From May-time and the cheerful Dawn;

A dancing Shape, an Image gay,

To haunt, to startle, and way-lay.

I saw her upon nearer view,

A Spirit, yet a Woman too!

Her household motions light and free,

And steps of virgin-liberty;

A countenance in which did meet

Sweet records, promises as sweet;

A Creature not too bright or good

For human nature’s daily food;

For transient sorrows, simple wiles,

Praise, blame, love, kisses, tears, and smiles.

And now I see with eye serene

The very pulse of the machine;

A Being breathing thoughtful breath,

A Traveller between life and death;

The reason firm, the temperate will,

Endurance, foresight, strength, and skill;

A perfect Woman, nobly planned,

To warn, to comfort, and command;

And yet a Spirit still, and bright

With something of angelic light.

La Poupée Modèle

W e invite you to step into the idealized world of Romanticism with our 
lovely 1830s La Poupée-Modèle paper doll and her trousseau from the 
collection of Laurie McGill. 

She’s the epitome of the fashionable feminine figure of the period. Her demure 
figure with sloping shoulders appears quietly graceful in picturesque costumes. 
Her splendid daytime dresses include huge gigot sleeves, which make her waist 
appear narrower, and large full conical skirts with a high neckline. Dresses like our 
doll’s exquisite Robe de crèpe lisse, with a very wide neckline, short puff “beret” 
sleeves to the elbow, and mid-length gloves were de rigueur for evening wear.

As seen with our doll, hairstyles in this period were romantic and elaborate, 
arranged in fantastic structures at the top of the head. These fanciful hairdos 
were called descriptive names such as, Apollo knot, la Chinoise, and a la Girafe. 
Over the course of the decade, the topknot gradually spread upward and outward, 
becoming an elaborate arrangement of bows, loops, and braids requiring skillful 
dressing with wire frames and special pins. Ornaments were added, including 
feathers, pearls, ribbons, ears of wheat, and flowers wired to stand erect. Our doll 
is truly à la mode.

Imagine our very fashionable paper doll in repose, perhaps reading her 
very own volume of poetry by the popular English Romantic poet, William 
Wordsworth. Perhaps she’ll read the poem written by Wordsworth to his wife, 
Mary; a poem of love and celebration of their life together.
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