
by Gael Shults

Over the summer Cora Tesdel and her parents moved into a new house. She’d lost a lot of sleep, concerned 
that she might not have anyone to play with her.  Would anyone like her at the new school? On top of 
everything else, a letter came in the post saying that uniforms had been discontinued in this school! Now 

what would she wear? She needn’t have worried though, for just two doors down there lived someone exactly her 
age!  Sasha Gotz, as it turned out, was a terrifi c girl and the two became instant mates. To make things even better, 
their mums got along especially well. Mrs. Gotz was full of great ideas for school clothes, which was a relief for 
poor Cora!  As the days went on she uncovered many more wonderful things about the family down the street.
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For instance, Sasha really loved to sew for fashion dolls, just like Cora. One whole rainy afternoon was spent 
putting on a fashion show for the dolls. What fun it was to play together and to share what they’d sewn.  These 
two mates had so much in common! The best was yet to come, however.  Since both mums were seamstresses, 
Cora’s mother suggested they all get together to make Back to School wardrobes. So that’s just what they did! 
Next day, after their mums piled all their sewing materials on Cora’s kitchen table, everyone got a good chuckle. 
As it turned out, the girls had the same taste and favourite colours, so all the materials were perfectly matched. 

To Cora’s further amazement, another discovery came after measuring the girls. It happened that Cora and Sasha 
were EXACTLY the same size! Now, besides being the same age and liking the same music, fashion dolls, 
clothes and colours, they also found they could wear the same clothes! With permission and assistance from the 
mothers, they set out to create a Mix and Match wardrobe to share.
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First, a bell-bottom trouser pattern was chosen. They decided to make one pair from each piece of wool 
fabric. Sasha’s mum offered a blouse pattern which might also be adapted for a dress. Cora’s mum pointed 
out that the same could be true of the waistcoat pattern, lengthened and worn with either the blouse or dress 
underneath. When all these things had been cut out, there was still enough material left over to make a 
simple skirt from each piece, along with a set of separate neck bows for both. The girls were delighted! 

While the sewing machines whirred, their minds buzzed with creativity. After having decided to Mix and 
Match everything, the possibilities seemed endless! While the mothers were occupied, the girls took the 
scraps to make clothes for the fashion dolls. The four of them sewed busily day after day, only stopping for 
the occasional tea break, and by summer’s end the school girls and the fashion dolls found themselves with 
completed wardrobes! Sasha and Cora soon became impatient for the seasons to change and could barely 
wait to see if they might end up with the same teacher.
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One crisp early morning, not long after everything had been sewn and put away, the girls dressed up in 
coordinating ensembles and set off for school. They carried beautiful new book-bags which their mothers had 
surprised them with the night before. Student lists were posted on the outside of each classroom door. It was 
Cora who fi rst spotted her name under Mrs.  Lamb’s. Then she saw that Sasha’s was there too! They soon 
found Mrs. Lamb to be as gentle and sweet as her name and were happy to work hard to please her.

At last the seasons changed and as the autumn winds began to blow, Cora and Sasha could be seen dashing 
back and forth between houses, trying to decide who would wear what. Cora’s earlier concerns fi nally 
melted away. She’d found an ideal best mate, loved her new teacher and, thanks to her new friends, certainly 
wouldn’t have to worry about school clothes. In fact, thanks to the Mix and Match elements found in each 
girl’s wardrobe it seemed there might always be  something new to wear!
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