
I first became aware of Seminole piecing in the late 1960s, when, as a tourist in Florida, I bought a 
Seminole skirt for my two-year old daughter. Apparently it was a popular craft in the 1980s, but I was 
not impelled to try it out until the convergence of the article about Seminole dolls in Summer 2014 DOLL 

NEWS, pp. 54-63 and the cute 2014 National Convention Souvenir doll by Diana Effner. I thought “Ana” 
would look spectacular in a Seminole outfit. 

The heart of the project is the piecing. [Fig. 1] The quilt store did not have any current books on 
Seminole piecing. I was initially informed by the article in DOLL NEWS, Fig. 19-20 that states, “The 
close up shows the process used by the Seminoles to produce their intricate designs.” Later I found other 
resources which allowed me to utilize more designs and patterns. These are listed at the end of the article. 
There is also a tutorial on how to do Seminole piecing on the Internet at: sewwelllmaide.comau/2012/09/
tutorial-seminole-piecing.

Fig. 1. Ana, 2014 National Convention Doll by 
Dianne Effner is dressed in a Seminole outfit. Fig. 2. Ana is wearing a second Seminole outfit.

Make a Seminole Costume 
By Jean Sieg
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Fig. 3. The pieced bands are planned using construction paper, then 
executed in fabric with the addition of ¼-inch seam allowances.
Top shows the band inspired by the picture in the Doll NEwS article.
It is planned with three ½” strips sewn together then cut into ½-inch 
blocks which are put together at a 45-degree angle.
In the center is the actual fabric strips cut with ¼-inch seam allowances and 
½-inch offsets at the top and bottom to allow for the 45-degree angle.
At the bottom is the paper planning strip for the checkerboard band 
near the top of the skirt in Fig. 1.

Fig. 4. The planning for the pieced bands on the skirt in Fig. 2 is more 
complicated.
The top strip that forms the top pieced band on the skirt is of my own 
design. The top and bottom strips are ¾-inches wide with two center 
⅜-inch stripes all sewn together to form one strip. From left to right, the 
construction paper planning strip is taped together. Next it is cut apart 
and the blocks are taped together with a ½-inch offset. Below the strip 
is the final plan with a ¾-inch offset. See how the ⅜-inch offset changes 
the look. To the right of the planning strip is the actual fabric strip with 
¼-inch seam allowances cut apart and put together at a 45-degree 
angle ready to be set between other bands to form the skirt.

The greatest difficulty is making the 
designs small enough to fit on the doll. To 
plan the pieced strips I cut construction 
paper strips the size needed without seam 
allowances and taped them together to 
make the design. This helped me decide the 
size of the design and how it would look on 
the doll. I found that strips and blocks for 
pieced designs should be at least ⅜" wide so 
seam allowances would not be caught under 
a second seam making the strip very heavy. 
Once the design was planned, I added ¼" 
seam allowances and any offset required. 
[Fig. 3-5]  If you use my designs you can 
omit the construction paper planning.

The full skirt can be as much as 25-inches 
around. The skirt will be too heavy to fall 
gracefully if it is much fuller. The total skirt 
made up is about 8-inches long. Bands 
that form the skirt can be different widths 
from vary narrow to much wider. Make 
the bottom band one inch longer than the 
length of the skirt planned to turn up on the 
inside for a hem.

According to the article in DOLL NEWS, 
traditional Seminole skirts had a ruffle, 
depending on the era, somewhere between 
the knee and the hip. The doll skirts have 
ruffles 4 to 4-¾-inches from the bottom 
of the skirt. Make the ruffle from a strip 
of fabric 1 ½ to 2 times the fullness of the 
skirt and 1 ⅛-inches long. Narrow hem the 
bottom edge. Run two rows of gathering 
stitches through the top ¼-inch seam 
allowance.

In order to make the skirt less bulky at 
the top where it fits into the doll’s waistline, 
the fullness of the skirt is reduced by 
gathering the band below the ruffle and the 
ruffle to fit a band above the ruffle that is 
four to six-inches less full than the bands 
below it. Reduce the fullness of the skirt 
again 1 or 2-inches below the waistline by 
gathering the lower band into a shorter 
upper band. [Fig. 6]

for a 13 to 14-inch Doll

DOLL neWS  •  ufDc.Org        113



Fig. 6. These pieced designs seen on the skirt in Fig. 9 
are adapted from those found in Sew A Row Quilting 
by Karen Hellaby. At the top see three ⅜-inch wide 
(not including seam allowances) strips of fabric, pink, 
medium blue, and yellow, sewn together and then 
sewn at the top and bottom, right sides together, to 
a strip of navy fabric 1 ⅛-inches wide (not including 
seam allowances). The corner of a piece of cardstock 
with two sides cut the same length (an equilateral 
triangle) forms a template to cut the strip into 
triangles. opened up the triangles become squares 
with alternate colors in the center, which can be sewn 
together to make different designs depending on their 
placement as seen on the second row. 
The second design is very characteristic of 
Seminole’s piecing although I figured out how to 
do it from Karen Hellaby’s book. Begin with two 
contrasting strips of fabric 1 ½-inches wide (not 
including seam allowances) place them on top of 
each other and cut them apart to create a rectangle 
higher than it is wide. You must include seam 
allowance in this calculation. The rectangles in 
the photo are 1 ⅝-inches wide but ½-inch is seam 
allowance. Draw a diagonal line from the top right 
to the bottom left of the lighter rectangle. Place the 
lighter rectangle on top of the darker one, right sides 
together, so that the top right of the lighter rectangle 
meets the bottom right of the darker one and the 
bottom left of the lighter one meets the top left of the 
darker one. Sew on the diagonal line you have drawn. 
Cut off seam allowance on one side as seen at the 
bottom and press open. Sew together to form a row. 

Fig. 5. This is the bottom pieced band on the skirt in 
Fig. 2. The design is copied from the lower band in the 
skirt shown in Fig. 16-17 in the Doll NEwS article. 
The separate red strip is ½-inch wide. The yellow and 
red strip consists of a ⅝-inch wide strip of yellow and 
a ⅜-inch wide strip of red put together. The black and 
red strip is composed of a ⅜-inch wide strip of red and 
a ⅝-inch wide strip of black put together. Cut apart the 
separate red strip at ¾-inch intervals, the black and red 
strip and the red and yellow strip at ⅝-inch intervals. 
Arrange the red strip vertically between the red and 
yellow and the black and red strips that are placed 
horizontally. At the bottom right is the actual fabric 
band made from this planning. The use of different 
colors both within and on either side of this design will 
substantially change the look of the pieced band.

The skirt is fitted at the waistline by elastic in 
a casing. [Fig. 7]

Stitch rick rack braid or narrow fabric bands 
on the skirt at any time but it is much easier to 
do this before sewing up the back seam, which 
should complete the skirt.

The top cape, like the skirt, is formed of 
straight bands of fabric. The bottom band of 
fabric is 29-inches wide by 3-½-inches in total 
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Fig. 7. “Ana” and “Betsy McCall” model 
the tops of the skirts showing how the 
bands are gathered in at the top and the 
waistline is fitted with elastic in a casing.

Fig. 8. To make elastic casing, use 
¼-inch wide elastic. Fold top of skirt 
over twice and press to form a ⅜-inch 
wide casing. Run a seam as close to 
the top edge as possible. Do not cut 
off elastic, Use whatever length you 
have longer than the doll’s waistline. 
Place one end of elastic in casing and 
sew over the end several times. Place 
the elastic in the casing and sew the 
bottom edge below the elastic being 
careful not to catch elastic in stitching. 
Pull up elastic to fit doll’s waistline. 
Stitch over other end of elastic in 
casing and cut off excess. 

length and is encased at the lower 
edge in a ⅝ to 1-inch casing. 
Run two rows of gathering 
stitches through the ¼-inch seam 
allowance at the top. This bottom 
band is gathered into a top band 
11-inches wide and 2¼-inches 
long including seam and hem 
allowance. Narrow hem the top 
of the band: This will form the 
neckline edge. Sew the top band 
to the gathered bottom band right 
sides together. Decorate the bands 
with rick rack braid, narrow 
bands of fabric, or trim.
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Fig. 9. A 14-inch 
doll marked 
“MADE IN 
THE U. S. A. 
models another 
Seminole 
costume.

• Plan the pieced bands using construction paper and transparent 
tape so you can easily rearrange them and so you don’t have to 
worry about seam allowances at this stage. 

• Be sure to include seam allowances on all sides when cutting 
fabric strips and blocks.

• Tear the strips of fabric so they will be straight on grain. Neaten 
torn edges by pressing and then remove the uneven threads by 
running a rotary cutter over the edge.

• Do not plan strips or blocks less than ⅜-inches wide so that 
seam allowances will not be doubled up underneath.

• Using a walking foot on the sewing machine will help to keep 
the small pieces from slipping out of alignment.

• Tear strips long enough to make bands about 25-inches long for 
the bottom of the skirt of a 13 to 14-inch doll. Remember that 
seam allowances need to be included.

• Although the Seminoles used mostly solid fabrics in their 
costumes, I detected a few prints in the pictures in the DOLL 
NEWS article, so when I did not have the color I wanted in a 
solid I used a print. Obviously solids show up the piecing better.

Fig. 10. The top, shows the cape band folded in half lengthwise. A 
square of cardstock is folded diagonally as a template to sew a dart on 
the center fold at a 45-degree angle in the band above the gathering.
The bottom shows the dart pressed open and edges overcast to 
inside of cape. Note also the front edges turned at an angle to the 
inside and overcast.

Fold the completed band in half lengthwise. 
Fold a square piece of cardstock diagonally 
through a corner to form a 45-degree angle. 
Use the template to sew a dart in the center of 
the band above the gathering. Cut center of 
dart and press open. Overcast the raw edges to 
inside of the cape. [Fig. 8]

Place the cape on doll. Turn under raw front 
edges of cape at an angle so that the two edges 
meet evenly at center front. Overcast raw edges 
on the inside. Close with hooks and loops.
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Points to Remember or 
What I Learned the Hard Way 
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